Clinical features and atopy profile in Turkish subjects with analgesic intolerance.
The factors underlying analgesic intolerance (AI), particularly the role of ethnic characteristics, are readily not clear. In this trial, we aimed to assess the predictive features of AI in Turkish subjects. One hundred and ninety patients with AI were enrolled into the study conducted in our tertiary care clinic. The types of drug causing adverse reaction(s) and types of reaction(s) were recorded. The presence of atopy was assessed by skin prick tests. According to the results, the most frequently intolerated analgesic was acetyl salicylic acid (72.1%), followed by nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (68.4%) and paracetamol (15.8%). Urticaria/angioedema (52.6%) and asthmatic response (40.5%) were the most common reactions to analgesics. Compared with the general adult population of Turkey, the rate of atopy was found be higher in patients with AI and asthma (25% vs. 45%, p = 0.004) but comparable in patients with AI but no atopic disorder (25% vs. 29.2%, p> 0.05). In conclusion, subjects exhibiting intolerance to analgesics have particular features in our population; the presence of atopy in these subjects seems to be associated with the coexistent asthma rather than the drug allergy itself.